


NOW FOR CHANGE IN TAMESIDE
THE TAMESIDE CONSERVATIVE LOCAL ELECTION MANIFESTO 2010

After years of Labour failure, and with Britain on its knees, now is the time for change.

Labour’s spendaholic ways have to be stopped. We have no choice. Britain is bankrupt thanks to
Labour.

Now after three decades of Labour rule, Tameside Council has run out of ideas and does not have
the wit and the wherewithal to get the best for the borough.

Now is the time for the Conservatives in Tameside in 2010.

We will concentrate our efforts on SIX KEY PLEDGES, with not a gimmick in sight.

“Our proposals are based on the hard work of Conservative local
authorities across the country – who show, year-in year-out, that the

Conservatives provide the best services and best value for money for
local people.”

Our proposals are based on the hard work of Conservative local authorities across the country –
who show, year-in year-out, that the Conservatives provide the best services and best value for
money for local people.

That is why the Conservatives are, by far, the largest political party in local government.

SIX STEPS TO CHANGE IN 2010

We will:

 Freeze Council Tax and deliver real value for money.

 Put more police on Tameside’s streets.

 Improve Labour’s below-average education standards, support head teachers in
improving discipline in classrooms, and provide better vocational opportunities.

 Launch a new era of Sure Start and community centres to support our young, elderly and
vulnerable residents.

 Improve the reliability of the failing bin collection service, reduce fly-tipping, protect our
green space and improve recycling facilities.

 Support local businesses; and help provide a skilled workforce, in order to attract high-
tech ‘big’ business to Tameside.





WE WILL FREEZE COUNCIL TAX & DELIVER REAL VALUE FOR
MONEY…

Tameside Labour has wasted millions on failing services and pet projects. We will end this waste
of taxpayers’ money.

In the last two years, Tameside Conservatives have identified waste in every aspect of the Labour
budget, such as:

 £803,000 to be spent on public art;
 £948,000 to be spent on increased propaganda; and
 £200,000 for the Council Cabinet’s political contingency fund.

A Tameside Conservative administration would have rid the council budget of Labour’s waste, and
saved council taxpayers over £5.4 million in the last two years alone – equivalent of up to £45 and
£135 off each household’s current yearly Council Tax bill.

In comparison, under Labour rule, Tameside Council has:

 Increased your Council Tax bill by five per cent in just two years;
 Closed Tameside Hippodrome;
 Increased funding for council propaganda;
 Embarked on a £803,000 programme of street art;
 Hiked car park charges; and,
 Increased the cost of bulky household removal.

Year-on-year your Council Tax goes up to pay for Labour’s waste, but do your basic services
improve?

“A Tameside Conservative administration would have rid the council
budget of Labour’s waste, and saved council taxpayers over £5.4 million

in the last two years – equivalent of up to £45 and £135 off each
household’s current yearly Council Tax bill.”

OUR POLICIES:
We will:

 Freeze Council Tax by ridding the council budget of waste.

 Offer a discount to households with one or more occupants over the age of 65.

 Publish on an annual basis ALL expenses, not just some, claimed directly or indirectly by
councillors.

 Freeze councillors’ allowances.

 Ensure that every service area only spends what it needs to, not what they are given.

YOUR CHOICE ON 6th MAY:
 Lower Council Tax and more value for money with the

Conservatives; or,
 Increased Council Tax and waste with Labour.
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WE WILL PUT MORE POLICE ON OUR STREETS & CUT
CRIME…

Despite the millions of pounds spent each year by Labour, crime and levels of anti-social
behaviour are unacceptably high in Tameside.

Tameside is now a national hot-spot for burglaries and under-age drinking, and has some of the
worst crime figures in the country.

Last year, official crime figures revealed that burglaries in Tameside had increased by a staggering
41 per cent, and the borough was ranked the 12th worst area in the country for burglaries.

Furthermore, the borough has the fifth highest rate of under-age drinking in the North West, and
not a weekend goes by without local neighbourhoods being ruined by gangs of drunken, feral
youths rampaging unchecked.

An official government report states that crime in Tameside, “…remains too high. Crime is higher
than similar areas,” and, “…Crimes which affect public confidence such as burglary remain too
high.”

Residents have had enough of Labour’s inept failure to tackle crime and anti-social behaviour.

“Tameside is now a national hot-spot for burglaries
and under-age drinking, and has some

of the worst crime figures in the country.”

OUR POLICIES:
We will:

 Put extra full-time regular police officers on the streets of Tameside via a borough police
partnership agreement with the Chief Constable of Greater Manchester.

 Pay Special Constables – fully trained, fully equipped volunteer police officers – to work at
peak periods in crime hotspots, thereby supporting full-time officers and providing extra
police presence on the streets.

 Enhance street lighting, and alley-gating, and provide more mobile CCTV units to be used
in conjunction with the police.

 Establish a Tameside police cadet service, in conjunction with Greater Manchester Police,
to give young people an opportunity to gain knowledge of a possible future career, as well
as gain valuable vocational skills they can use for the rest of their lives.

 With the assistance of Conservatives at national level, lobby Government to review the
24-hour drinking laws.

YOUR CHOICE ON 6th MAY:

 Less crime and more police with the Conservatives; or,

 High crime and less police with Labour.
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WE WILL REPAIR THE ROADS & IMPROVE THE
ENVIRONMENT…

Tameside’s Labour-controlled council has built up a £40million backlog of road repairs – a
backlog that has been exacerbated by the heavy snow we experienced over the winter months. As
a result our road network is falling apart

Furthermore, Tameside Labour’s environmental record is rubbish - a failing bin service, endemic
fly-tipping, reduced recycling facilities, and an environmental policy that does not appear to go
beyond hanging baskets.

Whilst residents have slowly accepted the fortnightly, bin collection service – as a means of
increasing recycling rates – its application has been erratic and unpopular. In some instances
brown bins have been left unemptied because Tameside Council works on the assumption that up
to 30 per cent of brown bins will not need emptying at the same time. So when demand is high, as
it was last autumn, the service is unable to cope.

As a result, complaints about the bin service and litter make up approximately 43 per cent of
complaints to Tameside Councili. Everybody wants higher recycling rates, but people should also
expect a refuse collection service that is reliable and effective for the Council Tax they pay.

Furthermore, not enough is done to keep our town centres and streets clean. We will ensure that
the cleanliness of our streets is improved.

“…complaints about the bin service and litter make up approximately 43
per cent of complaints to Tameside Council.”

OUR POLICIES:
We will:

 Implement a road and footpath repair programme to tackle the £40 million backlog of
road repairs built up under Labour in Tameside.

 Improve the reliability of the bin service, with better supervision of the bin collection.

 Reassess the managed bin service for flats and terraced properties, and establish
improved, alternative arrangements where required.

 Reduce fly-tipping in the borough by abolishing the £23 charge for the removal of bulky
household waste.

 Provide more recycling facilities and protect them from abuse with CCTV camera
coverage.

 Protect the green belt against developers, and improve the appearance of our borough
with a proper system of street cleaning

YOUR CHOICE ON 6th MAY:

 An efficient bin service and better care for our environment
with the Conservatives; or,

 An unreliable bin service, more fly-tipping and less green space
with Labour.
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WE WILL IMPROVE LABOUR’S BELOW-AVERAGE EDUCATION
STANDARDS, RESTORE DISCIPLINE IN OUR SCHOOLS &
PROVIDE BETTER VOCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES…

Labour has failed a generation of children and teachers in Tameside, providing no more than
average standards in education.

We support the current school building programme, but bricks and mortar do not guarantee
improved standards, and year-on-year Tameside’s educations standards exceed nothing more
than what the rest of the country considers average.

In 2009, 54.5 per cent of Tameside’s school leavers left without decent standards in Maths and
English, and almost eight per cent (over 220 young people) left with no qualifications in Maths and
English whatsoever.

For a child, after 11 years of schooling, not to possess decent standards of literacy and numeracy
is an utter disgrace.

A solid education provides children with the basis for a rewarding and fulfilling life.

It is no coincidence that Tameside has low education standards, whilst also suffering from high
instances of under age drinking, endemic youth annoyance, low average wages and high levels of
crime. This link must be broken with the end of Labour’s generation of failure and shame.

“In 2009, 54.5 per cent of Tameside’s school leavers left without decent
standards in Maths and English, and almost eight per cent (over 220

young people) left with no qualifications in Maths and English
whatsoever.”

OUR POLICIES:
We will:

 Raise standards by putting Maths and English at the heart of every child’s education,
aiming to ensure children can read and write by the time they are six years old, and
following that commitment through their school years.

 Ensure every child achieves their potential - whether they are academically or vocationally
talented - through a system of streaming.

 Emphatically support teachers and schools in their efforts to restore discipline in
classrooms. No longer will disruptive pupils rule the classrooms.

 Introduce more vocational courses, and greater partnership work with local businesses -
ensuring our children are better qualified to enter their working years.

 Provide better links with the wealth of university expertise on our doorstep in Manchester,
by creating formal educational links with Manchester’s universities and ‘big’ business –
providing an inspirational focus for our children’s future aspirations.

YOUR CHOICE ON 6th MAY:

 Raised standards, better discipline and more opportunities with
the Conservatives; or,

 Average standards, indiscipline and a failing education system
with Labour.
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WE WILL INCREASE SUPPORT TO OUR COMMUNITIES &
RESIDENTS…

Youth annoyance is endemic in Tameside - it is one of the biggest problems to blight
neighbourhoods - and elderly and vulnerable residents can feel isolated.

So why has Labour made cuts to services like youth provision?

We believe far much more can be done to engage our children, to ensure that they are considered
a credit to our community, not a concern.

It’s not only young people that Labour has failed.

With no sense of community, our elderly and vulnerable residents can increasingly feel cut off from
the neighbourhoods they have lived in for most of their lives.

This needs to change.

“Youth annoyance is endemic in Tameside - it is one of the biggest
problems to blight neighbourhoods - and elderly and vulnerable residents

can feel isolated. So why has Labour made cuts to services like youth
provision?”

OUR POLICIES:
We will:

 Establish a new era of Sure Start community centres involving expert organisations with
proven track records, to focus on the needs of families, elderly and vulnerable residents.

 Offer enhanced financial support to community groups that provide assistance to our
young, elderly and vulnerable residents.

 Provide youth workers for every single ward of Tameside, with a greater use of our schools
for youth activities in out-of-school hours, ensuring our young people have somewhere to
go and something to do.

 Develop and maintain play areas across the borough to provide better play provision for
our children

 Protect the borough’s playing fields from developers.

 Remove unnecessary waste in the Social Services budget – to ensure that help is directed
where it’s needed most, faster.

YOUR CHOICE ON 6th MAY:

 A greater sense of community with the Conservatives; or,

 Continuing social break-up with Labour;
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WE WILL SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES,  CUT CONGESTION
& PROVIDE A SKILLED WORKFORCE TO ATTRACT HIGH-TECH
‘BIG’ BUSINESS TO TAMESIDE…

Whilst the trade of large retail companies has boomed in Tameside in recent years, our town
centres are fighting a decline in their fortunes, and there are still not enough opportunities for
high-tech, high-calibre careers in Tameside.

As Labour’s recession has shown, Tameside is too reliant on the retail market and low paid jobs to
make the borough’s economic future secure. As a result, unemployment has increased by 118 per
cent in the last two yearsii, average wages in Tameside are still amongst the lowest in Greater
Manchester, and the brain drain from the borough continues.

We believe that our local, independent traders need support in order to bring the shoppers back to
our town centres, and help Tameside maintain its unique identity.

We also believe that more must be done to attract big business to Tameside, by taking advantage
of our proximity to the M60 and improving our transport infrastructure – so that we can truly
create the foundations for long-term economic stability and growth in Tameside.

“As Labour’s recession has shown, Tameside is too reliant on the retail
market and low paid jobs to make the borough’s economic future secure.”

OUR POLICIES:
We will:

 Introduce a managed system of free and low cost parking on council-owned car parks – to
attract shoppers back to our beleaguered town centres.

 Support the expansion of the Metrolink to Ashton - following the hard work of
Conservatives on the Greater Manchester Integrated Transport Authority and Association
of Greater Manchester Authorities to resurrect the project and get it ‘back on track’.

 Cut congestion on our roads by:
o Reviewing our traffic light system and removing traffic lights where they are not

required.
o Reviewing the location of all Tameside’s Gatso and Watchman speed cameras, to

ensure that the borough’s cameras are placed in the areas of main priority and
are being used for the specific reason they were created, to cut accident rates.

o Removing unnecessary road obstacles - such as speed humps and road
markings - where appropriate, and supported by local residents, to allow traffic to
flow freely and reduce the number of congestion bottlenecks.

 Develop opportunities for business relocation into the borough, and career opportunities
for local residents, through established links with our local universities and ‘big business’
and improved education results.

YOUR CHOICE ON 6th MAY:

 A resurgence for our towns, congestion cut, and job
opportunities with the Conservatives; or,

 Poor wages and the continued decline of our town centres and
infrastructure with Labour.
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…All this will be possible because a Conservative-run Tameside Council
will only spend money on the things that matter. Will we make every
penny count, ensuring that services are improved and Council Tax is kept
low.

Now is the time for the Conservatives in Tameside.

IT'S TIME TO VOTE CONSERVATIVE ON THURSDAY 6th MAY 2010.

i As per complaints received online between 5th March 2010 and 26th March 2010.
ii Between February 2008 and February 2010, claimant numbers in Tameside increased from 3,310 to 7,214 [SOURCE:
www.nomis.co.uk].

www.nomis.co.uk

